
Let us gather as a community to celebrate the blessings that surround us

Weekly Newsletter 1 November 2026

Sunday Services

Bible Reading
Matthew 23: 1-12
1 John 3: 1-3

KUCA Preschool,
Years K-2 & years 3-8

8am-Worship
Includes Communion

Led by Jon Humphries

9.30am-Worship
Includes Communion
Includes morning tea
Led by Jon Humphries

6.45pm-Worship
Includes Communion

Led by Jon Humphries

Thank you for worshipping with us today
Twitch.tv,  livestreaming at 8am, 9.30am and 9am in January each year

23rd
Sunday

After Pentecost



The name ‘Halloween’ is Christian, or at least

Christian in origin. Hallow is an old English

word for "saint" or "holy person." The Christian

roots of Halloween are centred around

"Hallowtide" (or Allhallowtide), a three-day

triduum dedicated to remembering the dead,

which includes saints (hallows), martyrs, and

all the faithful departed. Originally, early

Christians commemorated martyrs in the

spring. However, in the 8th century, Pope

Gregory III moved the celebration to

November 1st when he dedicated a chapel in St.

Peter’s Basilica to all the saints. In 835, Pope

Gregory IV officially extended this November

1st feast to the entire Western Church.

It is too easy to get sanctimonious as the

Church about traditions with Christian roots

such has Halloween and others which have

moved away the root of the celebration and in

their evolution to become little more than

times of fun, often centred around, or driven

by, the veneration of consumerism. We who

are the Church can get all judge-y or take

offence at the portrayal of witches and other

profane characters or be morally outraged at

the skimpiness of some costumes and the over-

sexualising of people in such celebrations. That

is we can see it as a trick (even a trick of the

devil). However, we can see it as a treat. We can

see it as a moment to love our neighbour and

strengthen our life and witness in grace and

generosity and discipling.

continued next page

 

S o m e t h i n g  t o
t h i n k  a b o u t

1 November

Pentecost 23
Revised Common Lectionary Readings:

Revelation 7:9-17
 Psalm 34:1-10, 22

1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

 Halloween:  Trick  or
Treat?

Happy Halloween. Trick or treat?
Halloween can be a problematic celebration for

some people – especially Church people. Is it a

trick or a treat? Most people don’t know its roots,

and in Australia it has become a cultural import

from the USA which seems ever more popular –

at least if we gauge such things by the amount of

consumer options we can see in stores. It has

become a time where some decorate their houses

in a spooky fashion and where there is dressing

up and kids going around door-to-door and

collecting lollies. In many circles in Australia

there is some lamenting that it is another

American import which is largely centred on

consumerism. So, is Halloween a trick of

capitalistic consumerism or does it offer us a

treat in the form of celebration, community

connection and strengthening, and a chance for

us as the Church to lean into our life and

witness?

The Encyclopedia Britannica describes

Halloween as a ‘holiday’ celebrated on October 31

that marks the evening before the Christian feast

of All Saints' Day, blending ancient Celtic harvest

traditions, Christian remembrances of the dead,

and modern secular festivities. In modern society

it is largely non-religious. 



Halloween -continued

If we want to get all judge-y about things like
Halloween, then we probably need to apply the
principles of Just Culture to ourselves. Just
Culture differentiates how mistakes are handled
by looking at the intent and context behind an
action. If Halloween has departed from the
Christian roots, we probably need to think about
how our lack of life and witness, along with the
way the Church has too often alienated
ourselves from society through moral
judgementalism, has meant that we have not
proclaimed the goodness, cultivated the
tradition and the meaning behind it, or taken the
lead in the celebration. We should not blame
those who participate not knowing the meaning
because we haven’t taught them or proclaimed
it.
However, if we step into the character of God,
who came to us as Christ then we might see the
mission potential to love our neighbour with the
love of God and offer grace and hospitality in
the way we have received it from God through
such celebrations as Halloween. There is a
thought-provoking quote from Steve Garnaas-
Holmes. “Halloween: A day when we get it right.
Strangers come to us, beautiful, ugly, odd or
scary, and we accept them all without question,
compliment them, treat them kindly, and give
them good things. Why don't we live like that?”
Steve Garnaas-Holmes is a retired United
Methodist pastor, poet, songwriter, and retreat
leader. He is widely known for writing
Unfolding Light, a daily series of poems and
contemplative, creation-centred reflections
rooted in the Christian tradition. Over a 40-year
ministry, he served congregations across New
England and Montana. 

Steve’s quote spins Halloween for us. He
takes what happens as the modern tradition
as an observation of practice and then asks
why we don’t do that as the Church better
or more consistently as part of our life and
witness? Surely part of our life and witness
as the People of God is to love our
neighbour as ourselves [Matthew 22:39 –
which we explored in last Sunday’s
services] Wouldn’t it be amazing and more
like the Realm of God amongst us if when
strangers come to us, beautiful, ugly, odd
or scary, and we, who ourselves are
beautiful, ugly, odd or scar and broken,
accept them all without question,
compliment them, treat them kindly, and
give them good things?
A year ago I preached on the Parable of the
Pharisee and the Tax Collector and
suggested that we face a challenge from
God much of the time to change our
thinking to align with the reality of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Halloween can be a
time of religious Grinchianity [Grinch-ism
(see Dr Seuss) + Christianity] or we can see
it as people coming to us in a way that
expands our life and witness and allows
them to experience God who is at work in
us and through us as Holy Spirit.
Halloween is a time for connection, and we
have an opportunity to embrace what it is
with a mindset of welcome and then give
witness to what we understand it to mean
through our word and action.
Of course maybe we should also be more
intentional and put more effort into All
Hallows / All Saints Day and revive and
evolve the tradition into a time that helps
people celebrate and be grateful for the
Church of the past and the great work with
God that our past members have faithfully
done, whilst at the same time celebrating
the Church of the present and the good
things God is doing through us, and then
also remembering those who have lost
people and continue in grief.
Halloween is something which gives us
much to think about and how we can turn
any trick into a treat in the name of God.

God bless.
Jon



Uniting Church Synod Spotlight Newsletter
For ( 23 October 2026) Please see link to Synod

Weekly:

https://one.uca.org.au/
Our very best wishes to all the St. Matthew’s

community who are celebrating their birthdays
this week.

PEOPLE NEWS

Ecumenical Prayer
Cycle

1-7 November

Ecumenical Prayer
Cycle

1-7 November

Church Diary for 2027
A note to all group leaders- If your group

is planning to use a part of the church
property, please ensure the area is

available before finalising your program.
This includes all areas. The church
worship centre, upstairs hall, small

meeting area in the downstairs hall,
community room.

All bookings must go through the church
office.

Thank you.

Canada, United States

Sara Wienand

Leading Worship at the
Willow’s

Would you like to help out and
lead worship @ the Willow’s in
2027. Have you picked up some
new skills from the leading in

worship courses. The services are
usually 35-40 min. The Hymns

used are from either the
Salvations Army book of the

Australian Hymn Book.

Please contact the church office if
you can help.

https://comms.nswact.uca.org.au/ch/47004/30k8t/1776413/gQcA3FayLN1CN7IVxr_W6OjO8vJIeMac17qMcSkr.html


MINISTER
Rev Jon Humphries
Email: jon@stmatthewsuniting.net.au
Jonh@nswact.uca.org.au

MINISTERS
Everyone

PASTORAL CARE WORKER
Sara Wienand
Sunday am, Monday, Tuesday
Email: saraw@nswact.uca.org.au

CHURCH OFFICE SECRETARY
Lynn Samuel
Email: lynns@nswact.uca.org.au

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS       8am-2.30pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
OFFICE:                       9686 3003
Email: office@stmatthewsuniting.net.au

CHURCH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON
Mike Underwood
Email: mikeu@nswact.uca.org.au

CHAIRPERSON OF ELDERS
Helen Olley
Email: helen.olley@optusnet.com.au

Location:
Cnr Charles & Edgar Streets
Baulkham Hills

POSTAL ADDRESS;
Baulkham Hills Uniting Church
Po Box 773 Baulkham Hills 1755

WEB SITE:  www.stmatthewsuniting.net.au

Weekly newsletter available on
website

FACEBOOK:
@stmatthewsunitingchurchbaulkhamhills

..................................

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR       9639 8570
Sonali Wanigesekera
Po Box 321 Baulkham hills 2153
Email: director@stmatthewsps.net.au

What’s happening this week 
at St. Matthew’s

24th Sunday
After

Pentecost

MONDAY 2 November
9am

sorting & pricing op shop 
& garage sale

lower hall

7.30pm- Christian Meditation 

TUESDAY 3 November
9am-2pm Op Shop

9.30-11am- Christian
Meditation 

community
 room and Church

11.30am- Care & Prayer
community

 room and Church

WEDNESDAY 4
November

9am-2pm Op Shop
10am-12pm- InStitches

upstairs hall

7.30pm-Finance meeting

THURSDAY 5 November
9am-2pm Op Shop

10am-12pm- Coffee &
Discovery

Speaker:Jon Humphries

7pm-10pm-Netball AGM
upstairs hall

FRIDAY 6 November
No Scheduled Activities

MONDAY 2 November
9am

sorting & pricing op shop 
& garage sale

lower hall

7.30pm- Christian Meditation 

TUESDAY 3 November
9am-2pm Op Shop

9.30-11am- Christian
Meditation 

community
 room and Church

11.30am- Care & Prayer
community

 room and Church

WEDNESDAY 4
November

9am-2pm Op Shop
10am-12pm- InStitches

upstairs hall

7.30pm-Finance meeting

THURSDAY 5 November
9am-2pm Op Shop

10am-12pm- Coffee &
Discovery

Speaker:Jon Humphries

7pm-10pm-Netball AGM
upstairs hall

FRIDAY 6 November
No Scheduled Activities

SATURDAY 7 November
9am-12pm-Op Shop

9am-12pm-Garage sale
lower hall

SUNDAY 8 November
8am- Worship

9am- Worship @ the
Willow’s

9.30am- Worship
KUCA Preschool 

year K-2 & years 3-8

followed by morning tea

6.45pm-Worship
Community meal

SATURDAY 7 November
9am-12pm-Op Shop

9am-12pm-Garage sale
lower hall

SUNDAY 8 November
8am- Worship

9am- Worship @ the
Willow’s

9.30am- Worship
KUCA Preschool 

year K-2 & years 3-8

followed by morning tea

6.45pm-Worship
Community meal



New Website
We plan to launch the revamped website 

around 21  November. st

There will be no change to the
website address, that will remain the same.

www.stmatthewsuniting.net.au





St. Matthew’s Social Action Ministry Team
How doing little things makes a big difference.

 

Topic: Sweltering Cities – Heat Awareness Week 2  to 8  November nd th

To ask about joining the Social Action Ministry team at St. Matthew’s
email Alexander on alexander.lawless7@gmail.com

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 16 February 2027 @ 7pm in the lower hall.
To receive a copy of the weekly SAMt enews into your email inbox

email Amanda at agcm1960@gmail.com

Heatwaves kill more people in Australia than all other environmental disasters combined.
The coming summer is expected to be extremely hot, and the rising cost of living means
many people are worried about their electricity bill. It’s more important than ever to
check-in on people on hot days, especially the most vulnerable – older people, people with
young children, people living with disabilities and chronic illness, people who live in hot
homes, and people who are socially isolated.

The Sweltering Cities ‘Check-in Week of Action’ is 2nd-8th November 2026. Isolation can
be deadly in the heat, but checking in on people is an easy step to keep people safe. Just a
phone call to vulnerable neighbours, friends and family on hot days and giving
encouraging advice on how to keep cool, especially when they don’t have access to air
conditioning, could prevent harm. This is especially important for the elderly and the
parents of babies and young children. 

In this week, Sweltering Cities is asking us to identify the people in our lives who we
should be checking in with during extreme heat events and how we can have
conversations with them to make sure they keep safe. 

What should I do?
1.     Pick up the phone - do you have a family member, a neighbour or friend who could be
at risk during a heatwave? Send them a text or give them a call to ask how they are doing.
2.     Share health advice - not everyone knows the most effective ways to keep cool and
they might not recognise heat exhaustion or heat stroke. You can share advice on how to
keep cool and the need to keep hydrated, especially for people with babies and older
people. For more heat health advice go to the NSW Health ‘Beat the Heat’ page  
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/environment/beattheheat/Pages/default.aspx 
3.     Drop by - if you haven’t heard from someone, or you haven’t seen a neighbour when
it’s been hot, you can drop by and knock on the door to check in. Remember to keep
yourself safe and don’t go anywhere you don’t feel comfortable.
4.     Encourage others - if it’s hot and you’re talking to people about the weather, you can
remind them that it’s a good idea to check-in on people and send them the resources from
this page.

Link to resources https://swelteringcities.org/1457-2/heatwavecheckin/

Blessings
Alexander
SAMT 

mailto:agcm1960@gmail.com
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/environment/beattheheat/Pages/default.aspx
https://swelteringcities.org/1457-2/heatwavecheckin/


Spirituality Leadership Group
been offered to the congregation

and the wider communtity
These 15 minute talks will be
played in the first 30
minutes of the Christian
Meditation sessions held at
St. Matthew’s on Monday
evenings @ 7.30pm and
Tuesday mornings @9.30am.
People do not need to know
how to meditate to attend
and listen to the talks. 

The talks are for peoples
information and are a part
of a spiritual practice that                
St. Matthew’s offers to all.
The sessions are freely
offered, however a gold
coin donation weekly would
be appreciated.

Enquiries to Katherine Pedersen
kathped56@gmail.com



You can make your own way there or contact
Katherine for car sharing or even make a

weekend of it in the mountains.
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