
Weekly Newsletter 
 

23 August 2026 

Pentecost 13 
 

 

8am—Worship 
Led by Sara Wienand 

and Dean Drayton 
 
 

9.30am—Worship 
Led by Sara Wienand 

and Dean Drayton 
Followed by morning tea 

 
 

KUCA Preschool,  
Years K-2 & Years 3-8 

 
5pm—shine 

Offsite 
 
 

6.45pm—Worship 
 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today.  

Bible Readings 
 
 

Matthew 16: 13-20 

 
 

Response after Bible Readings 
Leader:  In this we hear the word of God 
Response: Thanks be to God who speaks to 
us as spirit. 
 

 

 

 

MONDAY 24 AUGUST 

9am-garage sale sorting & 
pricing  
lower hall 

 

7.30pm—Christian Meditation 
 

 
TUESDAY 25 AUGUST 

9am-2pm—Op Shop  

9.30am-11am—Christian 
Meditation  

community room and church 
 

WEDNESDAY 26 AUGUST 
 

9am-2pm—Op Shop  

7.30pm—Church Council meeting 
 
 
 

 

THURSDAY 27 AUGUST 
9am-2pm—Op Shop  

 
 

FRIDAY 28 AUGUST 
No Scheduled Activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 29 AUGUST 

No Scheduled events 

9am—Combined Worship 

Followed by morning tea 

10.30am—Church AGM 

KUCA —Preschool 

Years K-2 & Years 3-8 
 

6.45pm—Worship 

 
 
 
 
 

 

What’s happening this week at St. Matthew’s  MINISTER 

Rev Jon Humphries 
Email: jon@stmatthewsuniting.net.au 
            jhumphries@nswact.uca.org.au 
 

Pastoral care Worker 
Sara wienand 
Sunday am , Monday, Tuesday 
Email: saraw@nswact.uca.org.au 
 

Church Office Secretary 
Lynn Samuel :  lynns@nswact.uca.org.au 
Church Office Hours  8am-2.30pm  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
 

Office :          9686 3003 
Email: office@stmatthewsuniting.net.au 

Church council chairperson 
Mike underwood 
Email: mikeu@nswact.uca.org.au 
 

Chairperson of elders 
Helen olley 

Email: helen.olley@optusnet.com.au 
 

Location: 
Cnr Charles & Edgar Streets 
Baulkham Hills 
 

Postal Address: 
Baulkham Hills Uniting Church 
PO Box 773 Baulkham Hills 1755 
 

Web Site: www.stmatthewsuniting.net.au 

Weekly newsletter available on website 
 

Facebook:   

@stmatthewsunitingchurchbaulkhamhills  

                                            ——————————————— 
 

PreSchool Director        9639 8570 
Sonali Wanigesekera 
PO Box 321 Baulkham Hills  2153 

Email: director@stmatthewsps.net.au    

Welcome   to   St. Matthew’s  Community Room. 
Children are very welcome at St. Matthew's and 
that means their noise is welcome too. This 
room is here if you feel the need to step out of 
the service or would like some more privacy but 
still want to see and hear what’s going on in the 
service.              OPEN FROM 9AM 

 

Livestreaming  at 

8am, 9.30am and 
9am in January each 

year 

twitch.tv 

mailto:director@stmatthewsps.net.au
https://www.twitch.tv/stmattsuniting/schedule?seriesID=eeb6dd9b-8eca-4adc-8175-b4f4a075c717


 

Someth ing  to  

th ink  about  

23 August 

Pentecost 13 
 

Revised Common Lectionary Readings: 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Psalm 124 

Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 

Mercy  
Last Sunday we explored mercy as a 

theme and the challenge that it presents 

to us. Mercy is a continuing work. A lot of 

the time we might think that it is momen-

tary or situational (that is mercy is needed 

in a particular situation) and sometimes 

can be. However, mercy is really also a 

state of being. It is a continuous work 

which flows out of our deep understanding 

of love. Mercy is a faith and grace practice. 

It is part of our call in living out discipleship. 

It is rooted deeply in both Old and New 

Testaments. Michah 6:8 states famously 

locates mercy with love and as part of the 

threefold requirement that God asks of 

us: “He has shown you, O mortal, what is 

good. And what does the Lord require of 

you? To act justly and to love mercy and 

to walk humbly with your God.” 

The primary Greek word for mercy is 

ἔλεος [eleos], which means pity,         

compassion, or active kindness toward 

someone in need. It is active compassion, 

not just a feeling of pity, but a loving and 

caring response to someone who is    

hurting or in misery. There is a related 

Greek term οἰκτιρμός [Oiktirmos]         

emphasizing tender pity or the emotional 

feeling of compassion arising from        

another's grief or distress. The primary 

words for mercy in Hebrew are חֶסֶד 

[chesed] which is steadfast, loyal,        

covenant love and רַחֲמִים [rachamim] 

which means deep womb-like             

compassion. 

 ,describes active, faithful [chesed] חֶסֶד

and unconditional love shown through  

deliberate commitments and merciful    

actions. It is mercy in action: Going far 

beyond basic duty to help someone in 

need or give them unearned grace. It is a 

deep, enduring love that does not change 

over time. It keeps promises and stays 

faithful within a relationship even when 

the other person fails. Thus, we use it to 

describe God’s love/mercy/loving-kindness 

towards us. 

The Hebrew word רַחֲמִים [rachamim] 

translates to mercy, compassion, or 

tender love. The word derives from the 

root רֶחֶם [rechem], meaning womb. It 

evokes the deep, unconditional, and   

protective love a mother feels for the child 

she carries. Even though it refers to a 

quality or feeling, rachamim is grammatically 

plural in Hebrew, suggesting that       

compassion has many layers and         

expressions. In terms of being the people 

of God it represents an active moral     

responsibility to treat vulnerable people 

with empathy and kindness, balancing out 

strict justice. 

 

 

 

     Continued next page 



MERCY -cont ’d  

Mercy is a therefore a spiritual practice 
and is thus also a spiritual discipline. 
When we meet people in this world in 
person or by circumstance (that is we 
hear about their circumstance but may 
never meet them in person – e.g. victims 
of war or natural disaster) our first reaction 
should be like Jesus and to feel compas-
sion.  Compassion is not just a feeling. 
The Greek word which Dean Drayton   
introduced to us and which I’ve also 
talked about is ἐσπλαγχνίσθη 
(esplanchnisthē) means to be moved with 
deep, visceral compassion or pity.    
Coming from splanchna (meaning the  
inward parts or internal organs like the 
heart, lungs, and liver), it literally            
describes feeling an emotional reaction 
deep down in your guts. 

Mercy then is our acting out in love. Sure, 
prayer is a good first step, but should 
never be the end of our living discipleship. 
A few weeks ago we had the story of    
Jesus feeding 5000+ people. Matthew 14: 
14-16 tells it. “When Jesus landed and 
saw a large crowd, he had compassion 
on them and healed their sick. As evening 
approached, the disciples came to him 
and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s 
already getting late. Send the crowds 
away, so they can go to the villages and 
buy themselves some food.” Jesus       
replied, “They do not need to go away. 
You give them something to eat.” The  
disciples didn’t know what to do, but     
Jesus took the little that they had and 
made it more than enough to serve the 
needs of the people. 

Mercy calls us to be moved either by 
compassion or by command, that is “Love 
your neighbour as yourself,” [Matthew 
22:39] to act. We may not be able to do 
everything. We may that the little we have 
to offer or the little that we can do won’t 
be enough. However, it is enough for    
Jesus to use. We act in faith and trust in 
God to do what God will. 

Mercy calls us to act for the good of    

others as part of our love for them as our 

neighbour and out of our love for God. 

Yet, the opposite of mercy is to be      

merciless. In fact, anything less than  

mercy is mercy-less. God calls us to be 

mercy-full, but anything less that offering 

mercy is merciless. This is a truth that is 

not meant for us to be received in fear, 

but as a reminder that at times we will fall 

short of the glory of God – i.e. being full in 

mercy – because all fall short of the glory 

of God. [Romans 3: 23], but at the same 

time “all are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus.” [Romans 3: 24] Our call in 

Christ is to truth, way and life. So, when 

we encounter the truth that we are not  

living the way we are called to – i.e being 

merciful – then we accept the truth and 

look to the way that we are supposed to 

live and then live it, not out of fear, guilt or 

shame, but in our love for God who is 

love and who is mercy. 

The challenge of mercy is that it is not 
just situational or circumstantial. We don’t 
just do an act of mercy through charity etc 
in response to a situation or circumstance 
and think that we have fulfilled what God 
requires. Compassion calls us to engage 
with such situations. Mercy drives us     
beyond a token response, however    
generous it might be, to seek to work for 
change and justice and equity. All of this 
is part of our joining God in God’s mission 
to bring the Kingdom of Heaven more   
fully into being. Our life and witness as a 
congregation is to seek to bring meaning 
and purpose to our faith and discipleship 
through joining in the work of God to bring 
lasting change to the world. This is the 
key to mercy. It is lasting change, not 
simply a short-term action which bring  
little change. 

In the light of the challenge of mercy, we 

should have much to think about, and it 

may mean that there needs to be a 

change that comes to our faith and       

discipleship. There is always much to 

ponder with God.  

 

God bless. 
 Jon 



Ecumenical Prayer Cycle  
 

23-29 August 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liberia, Sierra, Leone 

Colin Stoner 

Robyn Burn 

Lynda Humphries 

Elaine King 

Our very best wishes to all the St. Matthew's community 

who are celebrating their birthdays this week. 

PEOPLE NEWS 

Uniting Church Synod Spotlight Newsletter       

For (8 November 2024) please see link :  

 

Uniting Church Synod Spotlight Newsletter       

For ( 14 August 2026)  please see link to 

Synod weekly:  

 Synod Weekly  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 

30 August 
10.30am 

 

Following the 
9am combined  

Worship service 

Annual General Meeting 

AGM 

https://comms.nswact.uca.org.au/v/47004/2423447/email.html?k=1,xBHAJss8QyaFtIZ6tQUtVuIdYaKplX0Z6pnakjAt0o4


The St. Matthew’s Uniting Church weekly Newsletter is available to view every 

Thursday for the upcoming Sunday on the St. Matthew’s website 

www.stmatthewsuniting.net.au  

Click on the metal dove image / publications or find in recent posts. 

These informal morning gatherings include devotions, morning tea and 

guest speakers which cover a large range of interesting and informative topics.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * A L L W E L C O M E * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Thursday 3 September
10am-12pm

Fortitude Minds is a trauma-informed wellbeing and education 

initiative founded by domestic and family violence survivor and 

advocate Joslene Abboud. It provides evidence-informed resources 

that build emotional regulation, resilience and healthy, respectful 

relationship skills, while supporting recovery from trauma and DFV.

Guest Speaker: Joslene Abboud
Fortitude Minds

Delay in Volunteer Rosters 

Please note the Rosters for the next quarter 

September, October, November, 2026, will be 

emailed out on Tuesday 25 August and hard 

copies will also be available from the church 

foyer on this day. 

Thank you 

http://www.stmatthewsuniting.net.au






St Matthew’s Social Action Missional Ministry Team 
How doing little things makes a big difference.  

Topic:  Act for Peace – Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel  
The ongoing, long-term conflict in Palestine has resulted in decades of violence, military occupation and 

failed peace negotiations. The Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) was 

created by the World Council of Churches in 2002 in response to a request from 13 Heads of Churches in 

Jerusalem, calling for a unified, impartial presence in the region. EAPPI brings international monitors to 

the West Bank to serve as Ecumenical Accompaniers (EAs) who witness life under occupation and engage 

with local Palestinians and Israelis to pursue peace. 

EAPPI utilises the internationally recognised strategy of ‘protective accompaniment’ to uphold the hu-

man rights of those affected. At the invitation of local communities, Ecumenical Accompaniers (EAs) ac-

company local communities for three months, in East Jerusalem and the West bank, offering a protective 

international presence, monitoring and documenting human rights violations and helping ensure local 

voices are heard beyond their communities.  

James* is a volunteer EA who had a three-month deployment with EAPPI and was based in East Jerusa-

lem. He spent his days accompanying community members to safely access schools and homes, monitor-

ing access to sites of worship, listening to people’s stories and documenting violations of human rights 

and international law.  

One of the experiences that stayed with James was witnessing the impact of restrictions on children try-

ing to get to school. James recalled seeing a teenage Palestinian boy searched and detained. The boy was 

held behind a metal barrier while armed soldiers went through his bag. After finding a phone, they called 

his mother, and both mother and child were taken away by Israel Police and Border Police. According to 

James, it’s likely they were arrested simply for having Palestinian school materials. “It was just outra-

geous,” says James, reflecting on the experience of seeing an innocent child treated this way.  

James also witnessed the aftermath of a home demolition by the Israeli Civil Administration, where a 

four-storey building, home to around 90 people, had been destroyed. The family had been given only 

seven minutes to leave before their home was demolished. “There were people there who were sup-

posed to be helping them move their stuff out,” James recalled. “And as you can appreciate, there wasn’t 

a lot of support being provided for the Palestinians who were harassed and beaten.” According to Human 

Rights Watch around 587 Palestinians have been displaced by house demolitions, in East Jerusalem, since 

7th October 2023.  

*Name changed to protect privacy  

Link to read the full article on page 6 of the Act for Peace magazine Winter 2026 edition https://

actforpeace.org.au/app/uploads/2026/07/AfP-link-magazines-202607-AFP117-LINK-Winter26-

Newsletter-FA-WEB-551.pdf  

Blessings, Amanda 
Social Action Ministry Team (SAMT) 

To ask about joining the Social Action Ministry Team at  

St. Matthew’s, email Alexander on  alexander.lawless7@gmail.com   Our next meeting will be on Tues-

day 27th October 2026 at 7pm in the Lower Church Hall.        To receive a copy of the weekly SAMT 

News email Amanda at agcm1960@gmail.com 

https://actforpeace.org.au/app/uploads/2026/07/AfP-link-magazines-202607-AFP117-LINK-Winter26-Newsletter-FA-WEB-551.pdf
https://actforpeace.org.au/app/uploads/2026/07/AfP-link-magazines-202607-AFP117-LINK-Winter26-Newsletter-FA-WEB-551.pdf
https://actforpeace.org.au/app/uploads/2026/07/AfP-link-magazines-202607-AFP117-LINK-Winter26-Newsletter-FA-WEB-551.pdf
mailto:alexander.lawless7@gmail.com
mailto:agcm1960@gmail.com


Christian Meditation Series . 

Grace at Work - the healing power of meditation/ contemplation  





https://www.youtube.com/@OnTheWaywithNessandJon 

or listen wherever you listen to podcasts 

 

 

 

Ness Williams-Henke and Jon are back with their all-age / intergen         

podcast, 'On the Way with Ness and Jon.' It has a new look to make it 

more appealing to all ages. This has taken some time to get set up.  

The latest season is ready for Pentecost and After Pentecost, looking 

at the Fruit of the Spirit. 

Watch on YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/@OnTheWaywithNessandJon?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdGlSVDQ3NGRhSmQxWE5DVXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7qMYIz57Lh7BMwzuHIBWPV24qSAnQl8e1jqD6SrD4WWIQjrFA5Ts5meo7Rog_aem_klURQrJZR1r-tPQa40EwLQ


Please see QR Codes for links for YouTube,            

Facebook & Twitch 


