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Easter

often reconnect with Church.
some, Easter and Christmas are the

is a time when people

For

times when the pull of past
attendance or the pressure from
families and culture draw people
back into church buildings. Easter is
a great time to reconnect with
Church. It is a story of hope and
renewal packaged in resurrection

following crucifixion.

Easter opens us to being able to ask
questions and challenge some of
the often-simplified understandings
about God and the story of God's
redemption and salvation. Easter is
a story of God's love, after all "for
God so loved the world that he
sent his son so that whoever
believes in him may not perish but
have eternal life." [John 3: 16]
However, there is no mention of
the cross in this. In the verses
which comes before this, Jesus
says, " And just as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, so

must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in him

may have eternal life. [John 3: 14-
15]

Easter opens an opportunity to
think about God, and if God exists
and loves us, what does lJesus
mean for us? Why would God
become human in the person of
Jesus and what does the cross and
the following

mean for us in our lives today? The

resurrection truly

stories in the Bible around the
events that we celebrate at Easter
have people not believing that
what happened could be true.
There are people show doubt,
don't recognise Jesus at first and
struggle to work out what it all
means.

Easter needs people to come
and try to work out for
themselves what it means. It is
not just about believing some
stories or some theology or
The stories

doctrines. are
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important, but they all seem to
point to how we each can meet
Jesus, who was Immanuel =
God with us, in our own way

and discover something in that

encounter which is

. transformative and life-giving.

Easter is a time for connection
with God and each other and an
awakening of faith as we find
God at work in our lives in ways
which might begin with doubt,
but end in a call to a life of
meaning and purpose.

Maybe
re-encountered the story of the

having recently
Samaritan woman and her model
of missional curiosity, we as the
Church, the people of God might
consider whom we might ask to
Church at Easter. It might also be
good for us to consider what
Easter means to us. How have
we met God? What questions do
we still have? How might we
thoughts
experience of faith and what God

share  our and
has done for us humbly with
others and ask them whether or
not this God whom we meet in
Jesus might be the Christ and
have something to offer us all. It

is something to think about.

God bless
Jown



The Easter
experience

Jon and Elaine represented our congregation in

the Gordon-Pymble (and friends) Uniting

Easter Experience from Monday to
Wednesday in the week leading up to Palm
Sunday. Year 4 students from Ravenswood

School for Girls and Pymble Ladies'

was the best experience of their life. This
outreach to local young people had been
going 27 years and it did once include
local public schools. Now for a range of
reasons those schools aren't willing to
come, so we present to students from our

Uniting Church Schools.




Shine met again
on Sunday 22
March.

The theme of their time
together was getting ready
for Easter. On top of
enjoying fellowship and
sharing a meal, each
member made a diorama
of the Easter story
complete with garden
tomb.




Maundy Thursday
—2 April
7.30pm

| Good Friday—3 April

9am

",A
B

Easter Sunday Services
—5 April
8am, 9.30am, 6.45pm

Looking forward £ sharing the journey with yow all.

Thursday 2 Apr
Césffee T

Disc very
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Colin will present a range of poems he has written,
which includes some of his bush poetry as well as
others of his interesting and WmusingQife@Q

S G experiences.
Bush Poetry |

These informal morning gatherings include devotions, morning tea and
guest speakers which cover a large.range of interesting and informative tepics.

******************ALL WELCOME***************




Presi berEtast er Message 2

Rev Charissa Sul i Presi d
Church I n Australi a
I f |ife feeléesl fl otuhde rwogrhitd nfoewe |l s mor e

félThe first Easter happened behind |

Not in a cathedral. Not in celebrati

IAnd into that fear , the risen Jesus
fPeace be OWet Bayeo Wibte ctawniscee somet@ mesoogbhe i sn
As President of the Uniting Church in Australia

throdmgbcause the world does not need more noi se.

Many of wus are carrying more than we show.

We feel it when making ends meet feels harder th
I n young people wrestling with anxiety. I n conve
Across the worl d, families |live behind |l ocked d
remind us how fragile home can feel. Here i n Au:c
First Peopl es. Easter does not | ook away from ai
hands and his side. He did not hide his wounds.

scar s.

He stood among rhdts pdersfcdrpmiersgd snontpl gempamrdiemg . AnN

on t hem dRedc esiavied:t he Holy Spirit.
This is how his peace comes alive in them. Not b
real i fe.

't brings thédmnhhadbdlkctko t@odne another. As Christi

Because i f @handsthet siesni $emar does not have the fi
The Church does not | ive by anxiety. We |ive by
Not anxious about survival, but faithful i n witn
And that peace does not stay behind | ocked doors
It moves outward. | t 0sRedsi wes .hiSo ,p edahdes. ERtsared f i
And | ive as peol ke wdusree suagatelctarmd fear do not h
the tomb is empty. Love has not ended. Christ is

Peace be with you.
See Link to message.

President's Easter Message 2026 — Uniting Church Australia



https://uniting.church/presidents-easter-message-2026/

Parramatta Mission

W In April, we will be collecting beanies and scarves

4 to be distributed to disadvantaged people at

Parramatta Mission. A collection tub will be
available at the top of the stairs.

& Mieaon Thanks everyone who knitted and crocheted
items last year. Our donations were greatly
appreciated.

Christine Haines 0401344800

UNI|ING CHURCH [ S
and PRESCHOOL = e

Regular Service Times
Sunday 8.00am

(Traditional)

Sunday Morning 9.30am
(A Bgre)

Sunday Evening: 8.45pm

We have a new digital sign. Our old sign was starting to fail and was not
repairable. The new sign is bigger, brighter and easier to program. Keep an
eye out for the displaying of things happening at our Church and preschool.

1st Saturday of th
9am2pm
.ng datPredS)ved
e in Abcpqs|ehold it ems,
El ectrical, Toys & B

(FictiohicWNoban &bohikKdjen



From the St Matthew'’s Social Action Missional
Ministry Team

Topic: Climate Change - An International Fossil Fuel Treaty
Fossil fuels are oil, gas and coal. Burning fossil fuels releases greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide and
methane, which trap heat in the atmosphere and drive global warming.

The First International Conference on the Wst Transition Away from Fossil FuelsQwill be held at Santa
Marta, Colombia on 28" and 29" April 2026. This conference is backed by 18 countries, including many
South Pacific island nations, which are at the forefront of the environmental damage being caused by
climate change. At this stage it appears that Australia is not sending a delegation. A petition is being
raised by faith-based groups all over the world to present at the conference. The response of Australian
faith-based groups will show our Australian politicians that a fossil fuel treaty is an important issue for
voters. One priority of this treaty on fossil fuels is to make sure that people who are the most vulnerable
don@suffer as part of the transition to renewables.

The much talked about WParis AgreementQis a legally binding international treaty on climate change. It
was adopted by 195 Parties at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP21) in Paris, on 12 December
2015. It was effective from 4™ November 2016. As of 27" January 2026, there are 194 Parties to the
Paris Agreement. Its overarching goal is to hold ¢the increase in the global average temperature to well
below 2°C above pre-industrial levels¢ However, the Paris Agreement makes no mention of fossil fuels
or the necessity to organise an international plan to phase them out.

The Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC, pronounced WrkQ is a multi-faith
organisation representing people of faith in Australia. The ARRCC team is working with GreenFaith
International and other global faith-based organisations for a mass faith sign-on to the Fossil Fuel Treaty
in the lead-up to the upcoming Wist Transition Away from Fossil FuelsQconference. The link to the
proposed treaty is below.

What we can do - ARRCC is asking people of faith to:

1. Sign the multi faith petition online, any person of faith of any faith can sign.

2. Ask other people you know to sign the petition.

3. Sing songs and record them to attract public awareness. ARRCC can provide some songs. Bridgewater
Uniting Church in South Australia have recorded a song. These go viral and promote media discussion to
spread the word about the petition. Let me know if you are interested in participating in this one!

4. Writing letters and/or emails to politicians

To learn more you can watch videos on the Fossil Fuel Treaty campaign. The link is:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgx9FuAPobvvOnbu6XmYeV-zOCWogu vp

Proposed treaty document link: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1wyXwsqbznPdDMMPe5r1WIcP_doo zUal/view?usp=sharing

Link for signing the petition: https://actionnetwork.org/forms/multi-faith-letter-2?source=direct link&

Blessings, Amanda M, SAMMT


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgx9FuAPobvv0nbu6XmYeV-zOCWogu_vp
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wyXwsqbznPdDMMPe5r1WlcP_doo_zUaJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wyXwsqbznPdDMMPe5r1WlcP_doo_zUaJ/view?usp=sharing
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/multi-faith-letter-2?source=direct_link&

Silence and stiliness
In every season

Daily readings

h John

- will set out the path with discipline, is that our spirit is rooted in God and

“~ Ythat each of us has an eternal destiny and an eternal significance and
-/ importance. That is a primary discovery for each of us to make, that the
A "'-’év— nature we possess has this infinite potential for development and that
7 K‘ development can only come if we undertake this pilgrimage to our own
centre. Our centre is our own heart because it is only there, in the depths of

of
mo
t h

 pilgrimage, and that each day fi although perhaps only by one centimetre
at atime A our commitment to truth and to freedom grows. The growth is
often imperceptible, but that does not matter. All that matters is that we

are growing, that we have not settled for half and that we have not

"M hetrayed the gift of our own being but that we are committed to growth and

A to maturity.

Moment of Christ




Meditation talk series starting on Monday 13th of April.
Both groups will be listening to these before meditation time.

~

Aspects of Love 1 i Homecoming

~

Aspects of Love 2 i Loving ourselves
Aspects of Love 3 7 How to Love God

12:43pm Wed 18 Mar = 91% -
The World Community
for Christian Meditati

Maditatio T=lis

< BACK TO ARCHIVE ¥ DOWNLOAD ENTIRE €D TRANSCRIPT

Moditatio Tlks Serios 2013 D - Reloaso date
Aspects of Love 1 by Lavrence r

01 Homecoming

Aspects of Love 1

Aspects of Love 1 by Laurence Freeman OSB DiHomscoming

Meditatio Talks Series 2013 D Oct-Dec 02 How to Meditate

In the stillness of meditation, we let go of our fixed ideas, judgements,
and prejudices, which imprison us in our relationship with ourselves, 03 The Basic Principles of Medi.
Withothers;and with God: 04 The Stillness of Meditation

05 Letting Go.

06 The Central Reality of Love

12:45pm Wed 18 Mar

X @ meditatiotalks.wcem.org oM

iZuUlla Ll lzllny D212

< BACK TO ARCHIVE & DOWNLOAD ENTIRE CD TRANSCRIPT

Meditatio Talks Series 2014 A

Aspects of Love 2 by
LAURENCE FREEMAN 0SB

_ Aspects of Love 2

B LOVING OURSELVES & OTHERS

01 Loving Ourselves

withdrawing our positive projections or
fantasies of them. We learn to love our
enemies by withdrawing our negative
projections of them.

01 Loving Ourselves

Aspects of Love 2 by Laurence Freeman OSB
Meditatio Talks Series 2014 A Jan-Mar S D
Meditation teaches us that we can only love ourselves if we can accept

ourselves. And we learn to love those close to us by withdrawing our 03Loving Others
positive projections or fantasies of them. We learn to love our enemies
by withdrawing our negative projections of them.

04 How to Love Others

05 Loving Our Enemies.

06 How to L

12:48pm Wed 18 Mar - 9% @)

X @ meditatiotalks.wccm.org O M

Through Meditation, we learn to let
____ [ - go of all the images of God which
]\/I ':’dli:Eli:IO TEJJJ'&S 3‘;‘!‘] 25 ~ : have formed in us over the years ,
and we recover the capacity to
experience God fully. In meditation,
] we experience ourselves loved, and
paist el : i we are thus empowered to love
W - ourselves, love others and love God.

({1

< BACK TO ARCHIVE ¥ DOWNLOAD ENTIRE CD TRANSCRIPT

e
Meditatio 20148 ate 1 June 2014

Aspects of Love 3 by L.

Aspects of Love 3 by Laurence Freeman OSB 01 Loving God

Meditatio Talks Series 2014 B Apr-Jun

A

02 How to Love God
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Enquiries: Dulcie Duncum & Margaret Gray Years 3to 9. Meet Friday evenings at the
church during term time. 5rmpm
Contact Jon Humphries
s - e - = | jon@stmatthewsuniting.net.au
31 GVednesdayiofithemonthii0amardznoon | o

o — — — — - _ THRYE EIBBEH SrUuBYeSeT.U.DY
~ Mckel's Cafeshop 14, Circa Boulevaiiella Vista | For young adults

Every third Wednesday of the month  Enquiries Alan Wridittnightly on Tuesday evenings

———— ———— Contact Jon Humphries
jon@stmatthewsuniting.net.au

1st,3rd & 5th Wednesdays of the month

in the upstairs church hall.10.00am to 12.00pjn To include your activity in the
Bring your craft along to do. Ma'y
Share fun and fellowship with other crafty ladies. In FOCUS
Morning Tea supplied. Enquiries: Jane Cole St Mad t hew
Mont hly Newsl ett e
I— please send details to Lynn in the Church
ey Cleirgc and p!-ayer Office by 1 5 April
All Welcome Next meeting Thank you
11.30am on the first TUESDAY 7th April
of each month at St. Matthew@ o . Maintaining contact with you and
CSONXzZE NE U2 b20SYO0SNJ your family Is very important to us.

We would be grafeful if you chan?e your address,
hone/mobile or email details that you let us know
y phoning and leaving a message on 9686 3003

T u e s d aaytise Church 9.30ak.30am or by email: office @stmatthewsuniting.net.au
VO REVRE For more information or to express you

Evenin interest in attending please contact T_l'l
7.30pm—y ®Opmn Katherine Pedersen aV\/R ou to aLL WI/ID

Facilitatork at hped56 @y mal | JpR/p contributed to
ALL WELCOME

this publication.
OP SISGHO P T i |
Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday-2pm MINISTER

and 1st Saturday of the montil2pm

Pre-loved clothes & accessories, Books,

. PASTORAL CARE WORKER
Haberdashery, Bric-a-brac, Pot Plants. SARA WIENAND

REV JON HUMPHRIES

CHURCH OFFICE SECRETARY:

SaturdayPr-eoved Householl|dunksiveams ,
W 2nd May Electrical, TolylF cubrcHDmic® HoSrs 8am-2.30pm
a ml

"“T? "TK 9 r:n 2 pm (Fiction, Notfiction & Childrens Books TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
| FFICE :
S/AEE St. Mat@®sheéewwer hall gﬁ,gﬁkw St om0
CNR CHARLES & EDGAR STREETS
SHINESs a special needs social group for all ages after High school. BAULKHAM HiLLs
Q@ Meets Sundays Monthly for dinner & fun. Cost $5 e TG CHURCH
1 Still collectindor their shoebox appeal supporting a school in the Philippines. PO BOX 773 BAULKHAM HILLS 1755

Donations of small educational items, soaps & combs are greatly
appreciatedPlease place donations in the box provided at the top of the
stairs in the church foyer.

WEB SITE: Www.stmatthewsuniting.net.au
Weekly newsletter available on website

EmAIL: office@stmatthewsuniting.net.au

Gi V i Poftime totime, wereceive questions on how someone can make donations FACEB°;';‘ itinechurchbaulkhamhill
to St. Matthew’s Unifing Church Baulkham Hills, to further support God’s work through the @stmatthewsunitingchurchbaulkhambills
Ministry team and congregation, in the wider Community. To assist with this, we have set up the PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 9639 8570
following account with Uniting Financial Services:

SONALI WANIGESEKERA
PO Box 321 BAULKHAM HiLLs 2153

EmAIL: director@stmatthewsps.net.au

Account Name:
Baulkham Hills Uniting Church-Giving Direct BSB:634634  Account Numbe00025924

If required a Direct Debit Request Form is available in the foyer or speak with Barry Gregory.

For your support of Godds work henel at St. Matthewdls, a
If you wish to find out more, please contact the Church Office. ,;!‘
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mailto:office@baulkhamhillsuca.org.au
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