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Weekly Newsletter
21 December 2025

Advent 4

Bible Readings

1 John 4: 7-21

Response after Bible Readings

Leader: In this we hear the word of God
Response: Thanks be to God who speaks to
us as spirit.

twitch.tv

Livestreaming at

Welcome to St. Matthew’s Community Room.

Children are very welcome at St. Matthew's and
that means their noise is welcome too. This
room is here if you feel the need to step out of
the service or would like some more privacy but
still want to see and hear what’s going on in the

service. OPEN FROM 9AM 8am and 9.30am only

8am—Worship
and Jon Humphries

9.30am—Worship
Led by Jon Humphries
followed by Moming Tea

KUCA in Recess for school holidays

6.45pm—Worship
Led by Jon Humphries

B

Thank you for worshipping with us today.
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Something to
think about

21 December

Advent 4

Revised Common Lectionary Readings:

Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Civing Couve

What terrible things that we have seen and
heard this week with the shooting of people
at Bondi Beach, all of whom were Jewish, as
they celebrated Hannukah. Hanukkah (or
Chanukah see https://youtu.be/YIzu-9kFsqk?
si=61GLiVKa-x4 Xopx for pronunciation)
which is the eight-day Jewish "Festival of
Lights" celebrating the rededication of the
Second Temple in Jerusalem after the
Maccabees' victory over Greek-Syrian rulers
in the 2nd century BCE, marked by lighting a
menorah (hanukkiah) and recalling the
miracle where a small amount of oil miracu-
lously burned for eight days. For Jewish
people, it is a reminder of religious freedom
and miracles. Such horrible events draw us
away from the celebration of happy times.

This Sunday, for us who are Christian, is the
last Sunday in Advent, and we have been
exploring the words that go with our lighting
of the Advent candles: Hope; Peace; Joy;
and Love. These seem nice words which are
easy to say, but in the wake of such violence
and suffering as the Bondi Massacre, and the
many others which tragically happen daily
across the world, often with us ignorant of

them, these words become harder to live.
This is the Sunday of love, and wraps up all
the previous Sundays in the foundational call
of faith and discipleship.

With the current news being focused on mas-
sacre, hope seems farther away. Peace
evaporates. Joy seems inappropriate, and
love becomes a sustaining power, but also a
driver of passion for retaliation. How do we
really take up the teaching of Jesus to love
our enemy? How is that even possible? In
some recent sermons | have looked at the
story of how Danny and Leila Abdallah were
able to forgive Samuel Davidson for losing
control of his vehicle under the influence of
alcohol and drugs and killing some of their
children. That is hard enough to conceptual-
ise and get our heads around but has the
mitigating factor of the reality that Samuel
Davidson did not go out with the intent to Kkill
the children. In the case of the Bondi Massa-
cre, the shooters did intend to kill people, in-
cluding children. Such people become our
enemy and the enemy of all that is good in
life. How do we love such people?

Jesus in the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ speaks
difficult words of comfort for the reality of the
hardships of life in the form of ‘the Beati-
tudes’. He said, “Blessed are the poor in spir-
it, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will
be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they
will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for
they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.

Continued next page
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Living Love— continued

Blessed are those who are persecuted
because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when
people insult you, persecute you and falsely
say all kinds of evil against you because of
me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is
your reward in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.” [Mattthew 5: 3-12] This is about
the power of God which does not seem to
make sense but is a deep power for good. It
is about the upside down, back-to-front
nature of the Kingdom of God, which calls us
to be “salt of the Earth” and “Light of the
World” [Mattthew 5: 13-16]. It calls us to
respond to hardship and the wrongseous-
ness of the world in a counter-intuitive way. It
calls us to be centred in God, who is always
present with us as Christ and as the Holy
Spirit, so that we manifest in real ways the
fruit of the Spirit which are love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness
and self-control [Galatians 5: 22-23].

Love, ayarn [agape/love] is the hardest thing
to live. It is not an emotion or emotional
response, but a laying down our lives for
others, as God in Christ laid down his life for
us. [1 John 3: 16] It is when we understand
the depth and power, as well as the
challenge, of what love is that we get to be
able to consider entertaining the teaching of
Jesus which flows as an extension to ‘the
Beatitudes.” When we are centred in God, in
God who is love, and in God’s love, then we
might be able to stretch ourselves to live the
kind of love which loves our enemy, as God
as Christ and Word of God tells us to do.
[Matthew 5: 43-48]

As we mourn as community the violence,
hate and killing of innocents in the world, we
are challenged by Jesus, who is and was
God with us, and the Word of God, not to

become bitter or angry at others or their
thinking. Jesus challenges us, ‘I tell you that
anyone who is angry with a brother or sister
will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone
who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,” [an
Aramaic term of contempt] is answerable to
the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!
will be in danger of the fire of hell.” Let us be
angry at injustice, but let us give over any
violent or hateful thinking to God in Psalmic
prayer [that is prayer like the Psalms] so that
we might receive peace from God and
manifest the other Fruit of the Spirit.

God, who is love, calls us to live in a way
which is radically different to the intuitive way
of living as humans. We are called to be
human-kind, as we manifest the image of
God in whose image we are created. We are
called to love our neighbour as ourselves and
called to even love our enemy. Living love is
the way to eternal life, but it is not easy,
being one of the hardest things to do. How
we go about laying down our lives in love
then becomes a challenge, a struggle and an
important thing to think about at this time,
and in this season of Advent.

God bless
Jon




PEOPLE NEWS

Hery

Harry MacWilliam
Margaret Stephen

Our very best wishes to all the St.Matthew’s community
who are celebrating their birthdays this week.

stoH@%%mGHT

Uniting Church Synod of NSW and the ACT

Uniting Church Synod Spotlight Newsletter

For (12 December 2025) please see link to
Synod weekly:

Synod Weekly Spotlight 2025 - 12 December

Thank you from

Uniting Church in Australia, Synod of NSW

& ACT

Stamp Committee

for our recent contribution of stamps for
sale by the committee, your help is very
much appreciated. Sales to date for 2025

$10,000

Jam Jars
The Op-shop has about 30 clean
used jam jars going free to anyone
who wants them. Ask the

volunteers in the Op-shop or

call/ message Pamela on
M: 0404023588

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
21—27 December

P. R. China, Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan

ank you

ig thank you to everyone
o has donated to the Bill Crews
foundation Christmas food appeal.
We have received a large amount of
non perishable food items and they
will be picked up on
Tuesday 23 December.

9 Advent Christmas

Epiphany

QVE, "migre
ORLD WORLD

a daily Bible reading
guide based on the
Revised Common
Lectionary
Volume 18,
Number 1

17 Novet11_1ber 2025
o
15 February 2026

is available
in the church foyer.
Please place $7
in offering bag
to cover costs.

ADVENT CHRISTMAS EPIPHANY
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e Christmas Services
o S @ St. Matthew's

Remembrance and Thanksgiving Service
Tuesday 9 December 7.30pm

A service specifically designed for all those who experience a sense

of loss at Christmas, especially those for who, this is the first Christmas without a loved one.

Carol Services
Sunday 21 December 8am, 9.30am and 6,45pm

Join our voices together to sing many traditional and contemporary carols.

Children's Christmas Eve Celebration
Wednesday 24 December Spm

A chance for young children to be part of the Christmas story. A great family time!

Christwmas Eve Late Service
Wednesday 24 December 11.15pm

An excellent way to celebrate Christmas in a relaxed family atmosphere with music, a i
message and candles representing Christ's light in our world. -

Christwmas Day Worship
Thursday 25 December 9am

Celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ with a Christmas message and carols.

Dear friends at St Matthew’s Uniting Church, Baulkham Hills,

Thank you for your very kind message. It was a joy and an honour to share in your 50th
Anniversary Celebration. | left the service deeply encouraged by the faith, hospitality, and
generosity of spirit that has shaped your congregation across these five decades.

Your story — beginning with two Methodist communities joining together, and continu-
ing through seasons of growth, service, and faithful witness — is a beautiful testament to
God’s grace at work in your midst. The Preschool, Op Shop, worshipping life, and out-
reach ministries you offer are a blessing not only to your congregation but to the wider
community. You embody what it means to be a church that serves with open hearts and
open hands.

As your region continues to change and grow, | give thanks for the ways St Matthew’s is
discerning God’s call in this new season. May Christ’s light guide you, strengthen you, and
inspire you as you continue to offer welcome, hope, and love to all who come through
your doors.

Thank you again for your kind letter. Please know that you remain in my prayers as you
step boldly into the next chapter of your ministry.

Wearnm negarde

Rev Charissa Suli
President Uniting Church in Australia Assembly




Four ways to give to those in need

THE CHRISTMAS beyond Australia

BOWL Cash in the Christmas Bowl
envelope given to the personin
the WHITE HAT at the back of

0 @h“"m the Church each Sunday
o Service.
A St.Matthew’s page Give credit details in the form
Just for us at in the Christmas Bowl envelope
link/45 and tie it to the person in the
Mycb. ) 551 WHITE HAT and receive a
Check it out! receipt later.
Envelopes will be Give directly to a letter sent to
available as usual at you from Christmas Bowl to

your address. Putthatyou are

each service. at St Matthews on the form

‘G000 MEN DON'T"

PUI]CAST

www.hca.org.au/thegoodmenproject

CH—

G

The St. Matthew’s Uniting Church weekly Newsletter is available to view at the
end of each week for the upcoming Sunday on the St. Matthew’s website
www.stmatthewsuniting.net.au
Click on the metal dove image / publications or find in recent posts.
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“Christian Meditation is not what you think”

Meditatio Talks Series 2020 A - Release date 8 March 2020

The Work of Selfless Attention vy Lamencefreemaiosa } ;

Py >

The Work of Selfless Attention by Laurence Freeman OSB CllReasons foghted:tation

Meditatio Talks Series 2020 A Jan-Mar 02 Definition of Meditation

Laurence Freeman describes the essential work of meditation as Tit I es Of ta I ks We

selfless attention - a shift from self-centredness to other-centredness. 03 The Work of Silence
The daily practice of meditation, he says, "is the kindest and most o .
K . : 04 The Method of Meditation
caring thing you can do for yourself". In turning away from self- W I I I b e
absorption we open to the peace and harmony at our deepest centre 05 The Mind the Mantra and th...
and we grow in love. The fruit of this spiritual discipline is the enhanced . .
care and attention we are able to give to other people and to our work. 06 The Experlence of Being I I Ste n I n g to at

07 Care and Attention

@ The tracks on this playlist are intended solely for personal non- 08 Success and Failure b Ot h We e kly

commercial use. By downloading tracks from this playlist you agree

) i 09 The Benefits of Meditation a...
to use the downloaded files only for personal, non-commercial use.

sessions.

This resource is provided free. If you would like to support our

mission to communicate and nurture meditation in the Christian
tradition as passed on through the teaching of John Main OSB,
please contribute here.

An invitation to everyone to come and taste and experience for
themselves that

“Christian Meditation is not what you think”.

The talks will begin on
Monday 5th and Tuesday 6 January 2026 at the church during our

normal meditation times.

Contact Katherine Pedersen

kathped56@gmail.com 0437 772 011
® ¢ 6 6 O O O O O O O 0 o

" Quiet Saturday afternoons in January 2026

The afternoons will include two periods of meditation/prayer in the Christian
tradition followed by Lectio Divina and personal time for reflection and relaxation.
Afternoon tea/refreshments will be included and a donation of $10 to the WCCM
is suggested.

Where: Bundaleer, Castle Hill on 10th and 24th January 2026.
Time: 1-5pm contact kathped56@gmail.com 0437 772 011



S110 / PLAYER
s’ ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS WELCOME!

¥
A\

PLAY NETBALL IN THE HILLS!
JOIN ST MATTHEW'S NETBALL CLUB

» We prioritise a fun, social game
to develop your skills or have a
weekend run around!

» Completely ungraded - play with
friends!

» All ages from Pre Kindergarten -
Opens

« Saturday afternoon competition -
no early mornings!

REGISTRATIONS OPEN NOW UNTIL
FEB 72026
Q GOODEN RESERCE BAULKHAM HILLS

Go to www.stmatthewsnetballclub.com to complete your
registration.

For enquiries please email stmatthewsnetballclub@hotmail.com
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St Matthew’s Social Action Missional Ministry Team

How doing little things makes a big difference.

Topic: Climate Change — Action on Renew Australia for All (Climate Safety Plan)

As featured in a recent newsletter, the Renew Australia for All organisation released a Climate Safety Plan to
help to start the conversation with governments and communities about the importance of preparing
Australians for the consequences of climate change, and to help manage some of the associated risks;
especially the risks to those who can least afford it.

On Tuesday 9" December, in the spirit of starting conversations, SAMMT members Alexander, Abbey and
Amanda joined with members of Castle Hill, Northmead, Parramatta and Wentworthville Uniting Churches to
visit The Hon Alex Hawke MP to discuss the Climate Safety Plan and discuss the federal opposition's recent
change of climate policy. A lot of work went into preparing for this meeting in the weeks leading up to it. Of
particular importance to us was finding out how the Liberal party will support “climate adaptation”, which is
how we prepare for the extreme and harmful consequences of climate change that we can no longer prevent.
Recent heat waves in Sydney made us especially mindful of this issue.

It was an exciting opportunity to share our views with our local MP. Alex Hawke was generous with his time
and listened carefully. We found him open and receptive to what we had to say. Our group shared our
concerns for strong emissions reduction targets, and a broader and faster transition to renewable energy.
While there were points of disagreement, there were also points of accord. Alex expressed interest in the
Climate Safety Plan, and agreed to look into it further and take it up with his colleagues. He also agreed to
meet with our group again in 2026, to further discuss our concerns.

Overall, we felt it was a constructive discussion, and look forward to the opportunity to continue the
conversation in the near future. This is a powerful reminder of the impact of small actions, the value in
working together, and the benefits of living in a democracy, where ordinary people get to have a say about
the issues that concern them.

What Can | do?

Link to the Climate Safety Plan - Read the link to the
Climate Safety Plan https://
renewaustraliaforall.org/wp content/
uploads/2025/11/FINAL-Climate-Safety-plan-at- &
a-glance-2-pages.pdf =

Contact Alex Hawke. You (yes, you!) can email him
at alex.hawke.mp@aph.gov.au, and politely

express any concerns you have over climate
change, your support for the Climate Safety
Plan, and your desire for robust climate policy.

Pray for wisdom for the leaders of our governments, that they will understand the importance of
planning and preparing for the issues that climate change will bring.

Blessings,
Alexander
Social Action Missional Ministry Team (SAMMT)
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