
Weekly Newsletter 
 

 нп 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлно 
 

Advent 4 Christmas Eve 

 

 

9amðCombined Worship 

Led by Hugh Darling  

and Jon Humphries 
 

Y¦/! In recess 
 

5pmðChristmas Eve  

Family Service 
Led by Daniel Gibb  

and Jon Humphries 
 

 

11.15pmðChristmas Eve  

Late Service 
Led by Alexander Lawless  

and Jon Humphries 

 

[ƛǾŜǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ  at  9am only 

.ƛōƭŜ wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ 
фŀƳ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
н {ŀƳǳŜƭ тΥм-ммΣ мсΣ wƻƳŀƴǎ мсΥнр-нт 
 

рǇƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ϧ 
ммΦмрǇƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ [ŀǘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
aŀǧƘŜǿ мΥ му-нрΣ [ǳƪŜ нΥ м-нлΣ  
aŀǧƘŜǿ нΥ м-мнΣ WƻƘƴ оΥ мс-мт 
 

фŀƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
[ǳƪŜ нΥм-нлΣ WƻƘƴ мΥм-р ϧ ф-мп 
 
 

wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŀƊŜǊ .ƛōƭŜ wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ 
[ŜŀŘŜǊΥ  IŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΥ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ōŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ 
 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ   ǘƻ   {ǘΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ  /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wƻƻƳΦ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǧƘŜǿϥǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴƻƛǎŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƻΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ōǳǘ 
ǎǝƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ              ht9b Cwha ф!a 

 

                                                                                 ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  

MONDAY 25 DECEMBER 

Public Holiday 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

9amðWorship Service 

 

 

 

TUESDAY 26 DECEMBER 

Public Holiday 

BOXING DAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 27 DECEMBER 

Church Office Closed 

 

THURSDAY 28 DECEMBER 

Church Office Closed 

 

29 DECEMBER 

Church Office Closed 

SATURDAY 30 DECEMBER 

No Scheduled Activities 

 
 

 
9amðSummer Service 

 

Y¦/! in recess 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
  
 

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǧƘŜǿΩǎ  
 

aLbL{¢9w 

wÙİ WĈĂ IĥāĔéėìÙě 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƧƻƴϪǎǘƳŀǧƘŜǿǎǳƴƛǝƴƎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
 

/éìûÕėÙĂΣ ķĈĥġé ÁĂÕ ķĈĥĂä ÁÕĥûġě   
āìĂìěġėķ ıĈėùÙė 
5ÁĂìÙû DìÎÎ                                    tŀǊǘ ¢ƛƳŜ  

9ƳŀƛƭΥ ŘŀƴƛŜƭϪǎǘƳŀǧƘŜǿǎǳƴƛǝƴƎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
 

{ÙĂìĈėě tÁěġĈėÁû /ÁėÙė 

aìÏéÁÙû {ġėĈĂä                            tŀǊǘ ¢ƛƳŜ  

9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƳƛƪŜϪǎǘƳŀǧƘŜǿǎǳƴƛǝƴƎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 

 

/éĥėÏé hããìÏÙ {ÙÏėÙġÁėìÙěΥ 
wĈÎķĂ aĈėėÁûû ÁĂÕ [ķĂĂ {ÁāĥÙû 

/éĥėÏé hããìÏÙ IĈĥėě  фÁā-оĔā āĈĂ-ãėì 
 

hããìÏÙ Υ          фсус олло 
   

[ĈÏÁġìĈĂΥ 
/Ăė /éÁėûÙě Ϩ 9ÕäÁė {ġėÙÙġě 
.ÁĥûùéÁā Iìûûě 
 

tĈěġÁû !ÕÕėÙěěΥ 
.ÁĥûùéÁā Iìûûě ¦ĂìġìĂä /éĥėÏé 
th .ĈĶ тто .ÁĥûùéÁā Iìûûě мтрр 
 

²ÙÎ {ìġÙΥ ıııΦǎǘƳŀǧƘŜǿǎǳƴƛǝƴƎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 

²ŜŜƪƭȅ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

 

9āÁìûΥ  ƻŦŬŎŜϪǎǘƳŀǧƘŜǿǎǳƴƛǝƴƎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ 
 

CÁÏÙÎĈĈùΥ   

ϪǎǘƳŀǧƘŜǿǎǳƴƛǝƴƎŎƘǳǊŎƘōŀǳƭƪƘŀƳƘƛƭƭǎ 

                                            τττττττττττττττ 

tėÙ{ÏéĈĈû 5ìėÙÏġĈė        фсоф уртл 
{ĈĂÁûì ²ÁĂìäÙěÙùÙėÁ 
th .ĈĶ онм .ÁĥûùéÁā Iìûûě  нмро 

9āÁìûΥ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊϪǎǘƳŀǧƘŜǿǎǇǎΦƴŜǘΦŀǳ    

Thank you to all who have  
contributed to this publication.  

mailto:director@stmatthewsps.net.au


 

Something to 
think about 

 

24 December  

4th Sunday of Advent  
 

Lectionary Readings: 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, & 16 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 

John 1:1-14 

LOVE 
Love is probably one of the most misunder-
stood, though widely talked about words which 
everyone seems to know what it means, but 
finds it so hard to find, hold and do. After, all for 
our one English word for love there are about 
five Biblical Greek words and several Hebrew 
words. One English word which means a whole 
range of things just isnôt enough sometimes. 

Why talk about love, other than it is on the list of 
words for each of the Sundays in Advent? Well, 
Christmas is about love. As the writer of John 
notes in the well-known verse of John 3: 16, 
ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish but might have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to    
condemn the world, but that the world might be 
saved through him.ò That is why the Angel    
proclaims, ñDonôt be afraid! I have good news for 
you, a message that will fill everyone with joy. 11 
Today your Saviour, Christ the Lord, was born in 
Davidôs city.ò (Luke 2: 10-11) So, what does that 
mean or us.  Well, in one of my favourite verses, 
it states that ñGod is love. Whoever lives in love 
lives in God, and God in them.ò (1 John 4: 16) 
and so, ñDear friends, let us love one another, 
for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because God 
is love.ò (1 John 4: 7-8). God in the person of 
Jesus pretty much says the same thing when he 
says that the greatest commandment is to ñLove 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. ' This is the first 
and greatest commandment. And the second is 
the same: `Love your neighbour as              
yourself.ò (Matthew 22:37) 

Love, it is as easy and simple as that: God loves 
us, and we should love God back and the best 
way to do that is to love other people. Yet, isnôt 
loving others the hardest thing in the world? To 
me it is if love is about what the Apostle Paul 
describes it as, which is: Being patient and kind; 

Not envying anyone; Not boasting; Not being 
proud or rude; Not self-seeking; Not being easily 
angered; Keeping no record of wrongs and not 
delighting in evil; Rejoicing with the truth; Rejoicing in 
all things; Always protecting; Always trusting; Always 
hoping; Always persevering; And never failing in 
the end. (1 Corinthians 13: 6-8 & 1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:16) 

Just think of how many times last Christmas that 
you lost patience, especially with someone, or 
werenôt patient enough to understand something 
that they done and so consequently were easily 
angered at them. Just think how many times last 
Christmas or previous Christmases where you 
envied what someone else got as a gift or 
boasted about what you got. Just think about 
how hard it is, especially at Christmas time, to 
not be self-seeking, at least in terms of having a 
great list of things that you want. Just think of all 
the people who are on your bad present list. 
Just think of how this Christmas is probably not 
going to be any different, and we havenôt even 
touched on the biggies of the list about hoping 
and protecting and never failing etc. Love is a 
lot. 

Love isnôt easy. Love is costly, but it is the most 
powerful and wonderful transformative thing. A 
lot of Christians think about the sacrifice of God 
in Jesus as just being about the cross, but the 
sacrifice started way before that, probably as 
soon as we humans walked the planet, but    
certainly for Jesus, who was Immanuel ï God 
with us, that sacrifice started in being born and    
humbling the divine into a living of human       
existence. For us, the sacrifice may be large at 
times, but there are the many daily sacrifices 
that we should look to if we truly want to be   
loving and be followers of God who we know in 
Christ, and who is with us as Spirit. 

Perhaps the greatest gift you can give to people 
this Christmas is love, and not just a symbol of 
love in the form of a present, but loved lived 
deeply and strongly in your relationship with 
them. And, if you want to wrap this gift up nicely, 
then the Fruit of the Spirit is probably the best 
way, this fruit being love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithful-
ness and self-control. 

Love is something to deeply think about 
and, more importantly, put into practice in 
every moment in every relationship. That is 
a lot to think about, but a great blessing. 

May God bless you and all you hold dear, 
and all your neighbours whom you are 
called to love, this Christmas. 
 

God bless. 

 Jon 



Ecumenical Prayer Cycle  

нп ς ол 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
WŀǇŀƴΣ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΣ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΣ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴ 
 

ом 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ς с WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΥ 9ƎȅǇǘΣ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ tŀƭŜǎǝƴŜΣ 
WƻǊŘŀƴΣ [Ŝōŀƴƻƴ 
 

т ς мо WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
LǊŀƴΣ LǊŀǉΣ {ȅǊƛŀ 

Our very best wishes to all the St.Matthewôs community 
who are celebrating their birthdays  

over the next few weeks. 

t9ht[9  

b9²{ 

 

Daniel Gibb 

Val Whitmore 

Sandra Pentland 

Graham Cotterill 
Cecile Layt 
Mary Ross 
Ken Caldwell 

 

The Op Shop is now 

CLOSED for 2023 

Re-opens Tuesday  
30 January 2024 

Christmas and New Year Greetings  
from Clive and Mary 

We wish to extend you all the very best for this Christmas season 
and the New Year. It was a wonderful privilege to journey with you. 
Our seasons greetings are captured in a piece of music and a work 

of art! 

�7�K�H���P�X�V�L�F�����%�X�O�H���:�D�W�H�U���+�L�J�K�Z�D�\���V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���µ�-�R�V�H�S�K���G�H�D�U�H�V�W�����-�R�V�H�S�K��
�P�L�Q�H�¶�� 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-M905heJX0 
 

The painting:  �%�D�Q�N�V�\�����µ�0�H�U�U�\���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���*�D�]�D�¶��  
  (just google) 

For Uniting Church Synod Spotlight Newsletter 
for 15 & 21 December 2023 please see links:  

 

 

bŜǿ LƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ όǳŎŀΦƻǊƎΦŀǳύ  

bŜǿ LƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ όǳŎŀΦƻǊƎΦŀǳύ  


