
Weekly Newsletter 
 

 29 October 2023 
 

Pentecost 22 
 

 

8am—Worship 

Led by Jon Humphries 
 

9.30am—Worship 

Led by Sharon Underwood 

and Jon Humphries 

KUCA Preschool, Years K-2 & Years 3-8 
 

 

6.45pm—Worship 

Led by Barbara Gibb 

and Jon Humphries 

 
 

Livestreaming  at 

8am & 9.30am only 

Bible Readings 
 

Matthew 22:34-46  

 
 
 
 

Response after Bible Readings 
Leader:  Hear the word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God 
 

 

Welcome   to   St. Matthew’s  Community Room. 
Children are very welcome at St. Matthew's and 
that means their noise is welcome too. This 
room is here if you feel the need to step out of 
the service or would like some more privacy but 
still want to see and hear what’s going on in the 
service.    
OPEN FROM 9.30AM 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today.  

MONDAY 30 OCTOBER 
9am—Sorting & Pricing  

for Op Shop lower hall 

7pm—Defibrillator Training 
upstairs hall  All Welcome 
 

 

TUESDAY 31 OCTOBER 
9am-2pm—Op Shop  

9.30am—Christian Meditation 

in the church 
 

WEDNESDAY 1 NOVEMBER 
9am-2pm—Op Shop 

10am-12pm—In Stitches 

upstairs hall 

7.30pm—Finance Committee 

Meeting upstairs hall 

 

THURSDAY 2 NOVEMBER 
9am-2pm—Op Shop 

10am-12pm—Coffee and 

Discovery  

in the upstairs hall and church 
 

FRIDAY 3 NOVEMBER 
No Scheduled Events 

 

SATURDAY 4 NOVEMBER 

9am-12pm—Op Shop  

and Mini Market 

lower hall 
 
 

 
 

8am—Worship 
includes Communion 

 
 

9.30am—Worship 
includes Communion 

 

 KUCA Preschool, Years K-2 & Years 3-8 

 

6.45pm—Worship 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

What’s happening this week at St. Matthew’s  
 

MINISTER 

Rev Jon Humphries 
 

Children, youth and young adults   
ministry worker 
Daniel Gibb                                    Part Time  

Email: daniel@stmatthewsuniting.net.au 
 

Seniors Pastoral Carer  

Michael Strong                            Part Time  

Email: mike@stmatthewsuniting.net.au 

 

Church Office Secretaries: 
Robyn Morrall and Lynn Samuel 

Church Office Hours  9am-3pm mon-fri 
 

Office :          9686 3003 
   

Location: 
Cnr Charles & Edgar Streets 
Baulkham Hills 
 

Postal Address: 
Baulkham Hills Uniting Church 
PO Box 773 Baulkham Hills 1755 
 

Web Site: www.stmatthewsuniting.net.au 

Weekly newsletter available on website  

 

Email:  office@stmatthewsuniting.net.au 
 

Facebook:   

@stmatthewsunitingchurchbaulkhamhills  

                                            ——————————————— 

PreSchool Director        9639 8570 
Sonali Wanigesekera 
PO Box 321 Baulkham Hills  2153 

Email: director@stmatthewsps.net.au    

Thank you to all who have  
contributed to this publication.  

mailto:director@stmatthewsps.net.au


 

Someth ing  t o  
th ink  about  

 

October 29th 
22nd Sunday After Pentecost 

  

Lectionary Readings: 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Matthew 22:34-46  

Do we really want to know God and know what God wants from 

us? You might think that the obvious answer for those of us in 

the Church should be, “Yes”. However, I am not sure, if I am 

being honest, that I really want to know – or I do really want to 

know, but I am not always keen to know, because I know that 

God will usually call me out of my comfort zone. 

This week in the Gospel reading, we have the classic passage 

about the ‘Greatest Commandment.’ We love the Lord, our God, 

with everything and love our neighbour as ourselves. It’s simple, 

right? Most of us are really familiar with this reading, but are we 

really familiar with loving God with our all – everything, all the 

time and in every opportunity. We probably even think that we 

are doing it, or at least trying to do it. 

The Bible Project has some great 

videos to help us understand this 

idea of giving our all to God as 

love. The passage that Jesus 

quotes comes from Deuteronomy 

6:4-5 The word for soul in      

Hebrew is not about spirit or soul, 

but is ‘nephesh’ ׁפֶש  which נֶֶ֫

literally means throat, but is not just our throat but all of us. The 

word heart is ‘lev’ לב which is all not just our physical heart or 

the place or our emotions. For ancient people the heart was 

physical, the emotional centre, the place of our thinking and the 

agency of our choices. Then there is the word for strength which 

is ‘me’od,’ ד  which the Greek translation uses the word מְא ֹ֑

dunamis δύναμις – which is about power, potential or ability (all 

of which is more than just strength), but Hebrew me-od is about 

“muchness.” So, we can see that the ancient understanding 

about what we should love God with is all about the different 

facets of our all or everything. That of course takes us back to 

why we might be wanting to give God our all, but at the same 

time reluctant to. 

Here is a little watchlist from the Bible Project that is worth 

checking out to help you learn more. 

Love https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HV_LUs2lnIQ  

Heart https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aS4iM6KpPYo&t=16s  

What It Means to Love God with "All Your Soul" - https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_igCcWAMAM  
 

Strength 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aaVy1AmFX4  

So, we should love God with our all – that is our everything,  

including all our effort. Then we hear that the second command 

is not just like it, but the Greek word is homoia ὁμοῖος, from 

which we get our prefix ‘homo’ which means the same or one 

with. This command is that we love our neighbour as ourselves. 

This is really important. To love God is to love our neighbour. My 

go-to passages of 1 John 3 & 4 emphasise this. 1 Corinthians 13 

notes that without love, faith and everything else in life is useless 

or worthless. For me this hits home as to what true worship is. It 

has less to do about gathering in a special temple-like building 

and singing praises to God, but about going and doing what God 

calls us to – love our neighbour. We all then know who our 

neighbour is from the version of this story in Luke with the      

Parable of the Loving Neighbour (traditionally wrongly referred to 

as the ‘Good Samaritan’). If you are not sure that I have got 

things right, you can go forward a couple of chapters to Matthew 

25:31-46 and get confronted by the Parable of the Sheep and 

Goats. Here is where the discomfort of loving God with our all 

comes back. We want to but are often worried about the cost. 

Finally, what does it mean to love ourselves. For me is love – 

agape ἀγάπη love is about giving of our best to bring out the 

best in others or work for the best for others. So, loving         

ourselves is balanced by loving our neighbour. We naturally want 

the best for ourselves most of the time, but to do justly, love with 

mercy and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8) calls more out of 

us than just looking out for our self-interest.  

Then, the issue becomes about how do we get over or around 

our selves. We have to let God, tune into God and allow God as 

Spirit to empower us to be our better selves, just as God as 

Christ calls us to be through loving with our all. That is where 

Christian meditation and the contemplative tradition becomes 

very helpful. It helps us be still and know that God is God. It 

helps us develop self-discipline and self-control, along with other 

Fruit of the Spirit such as love, peace, patience, kindness,    

gentleness and faithfulness. Many of us know little about      

Christian meditation, but is a healthy and important part of our 

Christian tradition. Here is a link to a video to help you learn 

more about it. (How to do Christian Meditation  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvFneqPA8U8)  

If we want to love God with our all, then we need all the help that 

we can get. We need God’s help and we need to help ourselves 

(a.k.a. love ourselves). If we want to love others, for to do so is to 

love and truly worship God, then we have the help of each other 

as the Church. In all of this, we are not alone, nor do we have to 

do it on our own. God is with us, guiding us, supporting us,   

empowering us, but most of all, loving us. We love God because 

God first loved us 1 John 4:19, and we can love with our all, 

because as Christ, God loved us with God’s all. 

That is something to think about.  

God bless. 

Jon  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HV_LUs2lnIQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aS4iM6KpPYo&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_igCcWAMAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_igCcWAMAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aaVy1AmFX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvFneqPA8U8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvFneqPA8U8


Ecumenical Prayer Cycle  
29 October—4 November 

 
Canada, United States 

Our very best wishes to all the St.Matthew’s community 

who are celebrating their birthdays this week. 

PEOPLE  

NEWS 

 

Recycling Appeal 
Thank you to everyone who has  
participated in the Recycling initiative. 
The funds raised so far will be passed on 
to various organisations. 
 

Collecting for the 2023  
Appeal will finish at 
the end of October.  
We appreciate all the donations    
so far and hope to continue this  initiative 
sometime next year.     

Thank you    Marijke Prinsloo 

 

The St. Matthew’s Uniting Church weekly 
Newsletter is available to view at the end of 

each week for the upcoming Sunday                
on the St. Matthew’s website 

www.stmatthewsuniting.net.au 

Click on the metal dove image / publications. 

 

The 8am and 9.30am  

Worship Roster Non-availability Form for 

December 2023, January & February 2024 

have been emailed. If you do not have email or 

would like a hardcopy please collect them from 

the church foyer or outside the church office.  

Please return your Roster Non-availability 

Form to the blue mail tray, church office  

or via email by 29 October.  

Many thanks 

 

 

Church Diar y  
for  2024  

 

A note to all group leaders — If your group      
is planning to use a part of the church property 

please ensure the area is available before 
finalizing your program.  

 

Please send your 2024 programs  
to the church office ASAP.  

For Uniting Church Synod Spotlight Newsletter 
for 20 October 2023 please see link :  

https://comms.nswact.uca.org.au/v/47004/2081203/

email.html?

k=gvXtCdalGW7NNEg6Oo4MurfYTkMEejedOZh8VvsJVe0 




